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Heron welcomes new commanding officer 
 
 Command of  coastal mine hunter USS Heron (MHC 52) changed hands Friday, 
July 16, when Lt. Cmdr. Robert M. Gordon turned over the helm to Lt. Cmdr. James 
R.Midkiff during a traditional change of command ceremony. 
 Lt. Cmdr. Gordon’s next assignment is on the staff of Commander, Carrier Group 
Three. He entered the U.S. Navy through the Texas A&M University ROTC program in 
December 1989.  He concurrently graduated from Texas A&M with a bachelos degree in 
political science. 

Lt. Cmdr. Gordon has served with the Fleet in several shipboard assignments 
including: damage control assistant aboard USS Fairfax County (LST 1193); boilers 
officer aboard USS Amercia (CV 66); engineer officer aboard USS Halyburton (FFG 40); 
and engineer officer aboard USS BARRY (DDG 52).  During this sea service, he 
deployed twice to the Mediterranean for Amphibious Ready Group operations, as well as 
twice to the Middle East Force in support of U.N. sanctions enforcement against Iraq. 
Additionally, Lt. Cmdr. Gordon participated in Operation Uphold Democracy, in Haiti. 

Prior to taking the helm of USS Heron in September 2002, Lt. Cmdr. Gordon 
served on the staff of  the Missile Defense Agency as the liaison officer to U.S. Joint 
Forces Command. His decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, four 
Navy Commendation Medals, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, two Navy 
Achievement Medals, and numerous joint and service unit awards. 

Lt. Cmdr. Midkiff’s most recent assignment was as an antiterrorism action officer 
in the Operations Directorate of the Joint Staff in Washington, D.C. 

Lt. Cmdr. Midkiff enlisted in the Navy in 1983 and served as an electrician 
aboard USS Saipan (LHA 2). He received his bachelors degree from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in May 1990 and obtained his masters degree in national security affairs from 
the Naval Post Graduate School in 1995. 
 After  being commissioned an ensign in the U.S. Navy, Lt. Cmdr. Midkiff served 
as a gunnery officer and boilers officer aboard USS Josephus Daniels (CG 27) from 1991 
to 1994. In June 1996 to February 1998, he served as engineer officer aboard USS Arthur 
W. Radford (DD 968). From February 1998 to July 2000, Lt. Cmdr. Midkiff servedas 
engineer office aboard USS San Jacinto (CG 56).  He then served as the assistant surface 
operations officer/antiterrorism officer on the Commander, Carrier Group Two staff 
embarked on USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) from July 2000 to December 2001.  
 Lt. Cmdr. Midkiff has been awarded the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, four 
Navy Commendation Medals, and two Navy Achievement Medals. 



 USS Heron is the second ship in the Osprey Class of coastal mine hunters, which 
are the world’s largest glass reinforced plastic ships. Heron’s mission is to clear harbor, 
coastal, and ocean waters of acoustic, magnetic, pressure and contact-type mines, 
utilizing reconnaissance, classification, and neutralization tactics. The MHC Class design 
integrates modern mine countermeasures technology into a uniquely designed platform 
with exceptionally low magnetic signatures to protect against mine detonations during 
minehunting operations. The ship is homeported at Naval Station Ingleside, Texas. 
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